“Social Work”

Then He also said to him who invited Him, “When you give a dinner or a supper, do not ask your friends, your brothers, your relatives, nor your rich neighbors, lest they also invite you back, and you be repaid.  But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind.  And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”  Luke 14:12-14

When I was young, I admired clever people.  Now that I am old, I admire kind people.  Jewish philosopher Abraham Henschel

Jesus had something to say about kindness – and about to whom we should show acts of kindness.  

While we have three teams from Cottonwood on mission trips this week, we are having our own mission right here in our own backyard to the Northland Rescue Mission.

First, a Bible story:  II Samuel 9 – David’s kindness to Mephibosheth:

· Now David said, “Is there still anyone who is left of the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” verse 1

· So Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem, for he ate continually at the king’s table.  And he was lame in both his feet. verse 13

· This is so much like what Jesus has done for us!
· Luke 4:18,19 …

· Matthew 11:4,5 …
Some facts concerning the poor:

· God has a special heart for them – Proverbs 19:17 and 28:27 …

· They are just as much made in God’s image as anyone else – Proverbs 22:2 …
· God will judge those who squeeze and oppress the poor – Proverbs 22:16 and 21:13 …
· They have a greater capacity for faith in God – James 2:5 …
· God has good ideas for a ‘social safety net’ – very different from what our government practices – Lev. 25:8-17 … Deut. 15:1 … Deut. 23:19 … Lev. 19:9 …
· There must be accountability and a willingness to work, if the ability is there – II Thess. 3:10 …
You have not lived today successfully unless you’ve done something for someone who can never repay you.  John Bunyan

